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he year 2006 marks the 160th Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical 

Church. The first Armenian Evangelical Church was established in Pera, 
in Istanbul Turkey. Just a year and a half later a church was built in Kessab, 
Syria. The movement spread simultaneously in Historic Armenia and around 
the world including Lebanon, France, Bulgaria, and as far as the United 
States. At one time and before the genocide there were over 200 Armenian 
Evangelical churches in Historic Armenia. Today unfortunately only 2 survive 
in present Turkey, but there are over 40 churches and fellowships in the 
Republic of Armenia and more than 60 churches around the world. 


In 1918, Armenian Evangelicals in the United States had the great vision 
to establish the AMAA, as their missionary arm. The churches were excellent 
in preaching the gospel, but they also recognized the need for outreach 
beyond their local vicinity. The AMAA fulfilled this vision and also the Great 
Commission “Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit”. 
(Matthew 28:19) 


Yes, today we celebrate the 160" Anniversary, which is a milestone. Yet, 
we realize that the commission goes back to the time when our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ sent two of His apostles —- Thadeus and Bartholomew to 
Armenia to sow the seeds of His gospel. Fortunately the seeds “fell into 
good soil and when it grew, produced 100 fold” (Luke 8:8). The growth 
followed with St. Gregory the Illuminator’s influence on King Drtad and the 
acceptance of Christianity as a national religion. Although the Battle of Avarayr 
was lost along with Vartan Mamigonian, the resolve was to protect Christianity 
for the Armenian people, which eventually prevailed. Armenia today thrives 
as a Christian nation (the only one in the area) with its dedication to the faith 
of their ancestors. This faith and determination are strong and common to 
all Armenians including Armenian Evangelicals who also bring their share 
with their good work. 


In Matthew 25:35-37, Jesus said, “for | was hungry and you gave me 
food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, | was naked and you gave me clothing. | was sick 
and you took care of me. | was in prison and you visited me. Then the 
righteous will answer him, Lord, when was it that we did that’? ... 25:40 
“And the king will answer them, Truly | tell you, just as you did it to one of 
the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 


AMAA is determined to continue to carry on faithfully Christ’s Call. In 
partnership with Armenian Evangelicals worldwide and with the support of our 
faithful members and friends the AMAA continues to spread the truth of the 
Gospel and delivers relief, social and educational services including the Orphan/ 
Child Care, Student Support, Milk Fund, Summer Camp, also drives for food 
and clothing. AMAA also responds to urgent appeals around the world, like 
the one for Katrina, or earthquake in Java or the new conflict in Lebanon. 


AMAA does exemplify Christ and accomplishes His will wherever we are. 0 
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Predicting The Present 


On the Occasion of the 160" Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church* 


Peter Kougasian* 


have been asked upon this, the 160" 

Anniversary of the Armenian Evangel- 
ical Church, to offer some reflections on 
the past, present, and future of our evan- 
gelical movement, and of our North Amer- 
ican Union. In doing so, I am reminded 
of the observation of the brilliant futurist 
Marshall McLuhan, who used to say that 
what he tried to do was to “predict the 
present.” He said, that if we want to un- 
derstand what awaits us, we need do no 
more than seek to understand clearly the 
currents at work in our own times. 

This, I believe, is a Biblical insight as 
well. The Old Testament tells us of a hand- 
ful of courageous souls who dared to speak 
with clarity of the apostasy they saw 
around them, and of God’s judgment. They 
were called “prophets,” and although they 
were pronouncing judgment on the times 
in which they lived, they did so with such 
ageless profundity, that today the word 
“prophet” describes someone who sees into 
the future. 

And so it was that Christ’s contempo- 
raries came to see him as a kind of prophet 
as well. He spoke of the things around him 
- of the money changers in the temple, of 
children being pushed aside by their elders, 
of a small man climbing a tree - and yet in 
describing the things immediately around 
him he spoke truths unto the ages of ages, 
for, as the old spiritual says, when he spoke 
to the woman at the well, he spoke to me. 

And yes, 160 years ago in Istanbul, a 
group of 40 restless souls spoke as proph- 
ets, when they looked around them, in their 
own place and time, and declared that their 
churches were not fulfilling them; that nei- 
ther liturgy nor tradition was enough to sat- 
isfy their spiritual hunger. They were seek- 
ing faith, they were seeking celebration, 
they were seeking answers, they were seek- 
ing food for the spirit, and they were seek- 
ing it in the present tense. They were not 
thinking of the distant past, nor were they 
thinking ahead to our 160th anniversary 
celebration here in North America. As with 
all hungry people, their spiritual hunger 


was very real and very immediate, and to 
satisfy it they were willing to risk every- 
thing — excommunication, loss of civil 
rights, even loss of the recognition of their 
marriages in the churches in which they 
had been baptized. And so, yes, these peo- 
ple too became prophets, prophets because 
they understood so clearly what was im- 
mediately before them. Let us follow their 
example, and try to understand our move- 
ment by looking around at what we have 
become. 

As a Union, we represent churches that 
extend from Los Angeles to Montreal, a 
yawning distance of nearly 2,500 miles - 
an impressive span, although not nearly as 
impressive as that of the Evangelical Union 
of the Near East, which for historical rea- 
sons includes a church in Sydney, Austra- 
lia, 8,821 miles from downtown Beirut! 

In our Union there is a church of which 
I am a member, which today asks whether 
a city of 7 million people can support a 
single Armenian Evangelical church; 
while in Fresno we find a single street upon 
which rests two vibrant and healthy 
churches. 

Some of us live in a country in which 
recently the Prime Minister has officially 
acknowledged the Armenian genocide. 
Others of us live in a country in which an 
ambassador can be recalled merely for dar- 
ing to utter the word. 

And of course we are young and old, 
conservative and liberal. Some of us make 
pilaf with Carolina Rice and others of us 
insist on Uncle Ben’s. Many things divide 
us. But we come together united in one 
belief: The belief that Princess Diana was 
Armenian. 

That proposition has been proven be- 
yond all doubt (or so it says on a website 
popular among Armenians!) Certainly, that 
belief unites us. But some profound things 
unite us, as well. 

We look abroad, and in the Near East we 
see anxieties unprecedented in nearly a 
generation. In Beirut, the simple rituals of 
daily life, even survival itself, are at each 


moment in jeopar- 
dy. Evangelical 
schools and 
churches may 
soon once again be 
filled with refu- 
gees. And even 
here in North 
America, even 
amidst affluence, we live in a time of un- 
certainty and insecurity. Some of us wit- 
nessed the World Trade Center burn and 
fall before our eyes. Some of us have chil- 
dren in the armed services. All of us have 
endured the searches and the suspicions, 
and some of us have even known the hu- 
miliation of being turned away at a gate or 
a border. 

We worry that any one of our cities could 
be a victim of terrorism. But we worry, too, 
about our response to terrorism, as Chris- 
tians we anguish whenever we are called 
to fight, we worry — and rightly so — 
whether our hearts might someday become 
so hardened that victory and defeat will 
seem, as Kipling said, “like two impost- 
ers, just the same.” 

And so we come together, as a Union. 
We come together for the same reason we 
come to church, for the same reason Ar- 
menians have come to churches since be- 
fore the day of St. Gregory. We come be- 
cause when we are alone we feel, in mind 
and spirit, incomplete. 

Here in the New York area, this week was 
a sad one for many of us. A dear friend of 
ours, a friend of our family and of our 
church, passed away. Many of you are ac- 
quainted with her whether you realize it or 
not, because this great lady was the model 
for one of the characters in that wonderful 
play by Leslie Ayvazian, Nine Armenians. 

As we sat at our friend’s bedside, her son 
articulated movingly something that so 
many of us have felt, any of us who has 
lain in a hospital bed, suffering from a se- 
rious illness, or who has cared for some- 
one struggling with disease. At some point, 
even as we marvel at everything that mod- 
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ern science has provided, we have a sense 
when we are a patient, of being pulled 
apart. One doctor, perhaps, reads an x-ray, 
and another administers the anesthetic so 
that yet another can perform the operation, 
and then still another, a resident, removes 
the stitches. One doctor prescribes an an- 
tibiotic while yet another prescribes a pain- 
killer and at some point you have the sense 
that no one, no one among them, is treat- 
ing the person. 

We imagine this is a modern syndrome, 
asymptom of our age of specialization, but 
it is clearly more than that. 

We read in the Bible about a man who 
had the gift of healing. People, despairing 
and losing hope, sought him out. His name 
was Jesus. He healed a man with leprosy. 
A woman, hemorrhaging and on the verge 
of death, touched his robe, and she too was 
healed. A man named Bartimaeus who was 
blind, who spent his life sitting by the side 
of the road out of Jericho, begging, cried 
out to Jesus, and Jesus restored his sight. 
And to all of these, to three people cured 
of different maladies in three different 
times in three different places, Jesus spoke 
the same words. He said, “Your faith has 
made you whole.” 

This was what Christ brought to those 
around Him. Not simply physical healing, 
not those treatments of modern medicine 
that may vanquish an illness, relieve a 
symptom, and yet leave us feeling dissect- 
ed and alienated. No, Christ embodied that 
faith that makes a person whole, that re- 
stores the soul. That is why we sometimes 
refer to Christ as, “The Great Physician.” 

And so it is that people of faith are so of- 
ten pilgrims. They are always seeking some- 
thing. Something, which, alone by them- 
selves, or even among their family or even 
in their own church, they feel is lacking. 

And so it is that we come together to 
form a Union. We do so not just to debate 
amendments to by-laws, or to discuss bud- 
gets. We come together to experience com- 
munion, to be a fitting part of something 
greater, restored as the body is restored, for 
as St. Paul told us, “For just as the body is 
one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ.” 

So it is, by forming a Union, a North 
American Union and a Worldwide Evan- 


gelical Union, we are restored and made 
whole, one with another. And at the same 
time we feel communion with all those 
who have come before. 

And so it is that we come to understand 
our movement as past, present, and future. 
For our entire evangelical movement ex- 
ists in a single moment. Not some moment 
in the distant past to be revered as neither 
an anniversary nor some crossroads in the 
imagined future. It is the only moment that 
really matters; it is the present moment, it 
will always be the present moment, it is 
the moment in which Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King found “the fierce urgency of 
now.” 

It is in this moment that we will find all 
that we are seeking, in the same way that 
the poet found infinity in a grain of sand, 
and eternity in an hour. 

Let us, then, not turn our churches into 
museums. Let us not preserve our Arme- 
nian Christian identity under glass, as 
though, were it exposed to elements of our 
modern world, it might dissolve. No, ours 
is a vital faith. In that faith we will find 
answers to a world at war. In that faith we 
will find the courage to confront hunger, 
and disease. In that faith we find the 
strength to be good stewards of our church- 
es and of our planet. In that faith we find 
the models for love of our families, love 
of our neighbors, and love of our enemies. 

All this our faith gives us, now, here in 
the present moment. And all it asks in re- 
turn is that we be willing, at every turn, to 
sacrifice all we have — for it was not ours 
to begin with. 

There is in Armenia a church known as 
Geghart. Those of you who have visited 
Armenia have surely seen it; those of you 
who have never visited Armenia will not 
believe me when I describe it. For in the 
year 1215 this church was literally carved 
into the stone face of a mountain. Chis- 
eled nearly 800 years ago, it must have rep- 
resented a labor on the order of the con- 
struction of the pyramids. 

How much easier it would have been, 
how much more sensible and straightfor- 
ward, to build a church out of clay or brick 
or timber! What a strange obsession this 
church seems to us as we first approach it, 
rather like a battleship built from 
matchsticks, or the airplane Howard 


Hughes had built out of wood. 

But then we, the pilgrims, enter the 
church, and inevitably someone begins 
singing a sharagan, and that’s when we re- 
alize - the acoustics are astonishing. We, 
as pilgrims, feel as though this chamber 
within which we stand is the place for 
which the sharagans had been meant all 
along. Carving through rock, digging into 
the unyielding face of a mountain — it all 
makes sense in the light of a single mo- 
ment of transcendent celebration of faith. 

We as a union face so many problems. 
We face deficits and empty pulpits and 
children with soccer games on Sunday 
morning. We can think of times when we 
came to the door of our church, and our 
spirits were hungry, and yet we left with- 
out bread. We can recall every slight and 
offense that has ever been directed our way. 
And yes, more than once, it has felt as 
though building a church out of all this, 
much less building a union, is like striking 
into a mountaintop with a chisel. 

But we will continue to carve, and ev- 
ery time our hammer strikes the chisel once 
more, it will remind us of Christ, who also 
took held a hammer, and struck the ground 
at Holy Etchmiazin, saying, “it is here that 
you will build my church.” 

For indeed there are some things about 
which the Lord gives us perfect knowledge. 

I do not expect that one day I will ascend 
to heaven and learn, at last, that the liberals 
were right or the conservatives were right 
or the moderates were right. I do not ex- 
pect that someday I will know with certain- 
ty whether the Lord’s Prayer should be 
translated using the word trespassers or the 
word debtors. But I do expect one day to 
have certain knowledge that it is, after all, 
our faith that makes us whole. 

It is that faith that has made of us a 
Union. It is that faith that has sustained a 
movement for 160 years, and that sustains 
us now. It is that faith which has brought 
us safe this far — and faith will bring us 
home.Q 


* Peter Kougasian, Esq. is the Vice Presi- 
dent of the AMAA. This speach was deliv- 
ered at the AEUNAS Biennial Meeting Ban- 
quet, on July 1, 2006, which was dedicated 
to the 160th Anniversary of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church. 
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ARMENIA 


major transaction was consummated this past June when 
the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) 
purchased the former U.S. Embassy in Armenia from the U.S. 
State Department. 

Plans are already underway to convert the existing build- 
ings into the AMAA central headquarters for all of Armenia, 
Karabagh, Georgia, and Russia. 

Negotiations had been in progress for more than a year and 
a half when AMAA Executive Director Andrew Torigian made 
a special trip to Armenia to seal the purchase agreement. 

The embassy complex occupies almost an acre of prime land 
on Baghramian Street. Known also as Embassy Row, Bagh- 
ramian Street is Yerevan’s equivalent of Fifth Avenue. 

The office of the President of the Republic of Armenia, Rob- 
ert Kocharian, is but a few blocks away. Notably, the AMAA 
has an excellent, well-established rapport with President Ko- 
charian. 

Transforming the embassy buildings to AMAA’s needs will 
require considerable effort and cost. For example, an existing 
auditorium will be redesigned to serve as an Armenian Evan- 
gelical church, as well as for secular events. In the meantime, 
however, it will be the site of a major celebration marking the 
160" anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church (1846). 

In addition to administrative offices, the complex will house 
the AMAA Evangelical Theological Academy of Armenia and 
the Nerses and Arpine Aynilian Medical Center, serving all 
needy Armenians without charge. Further, the AMAA will 
administer all of its orphan and needy child support programs, 
currently serving more than 2,800 children throughout Arme- 
nia, plus its milk program which helps nourish over 1,000 in- 
fants. 

Ample space will be designated for Christian education pro- 
grams, Bible study, and the coordination of AMAA’s many hu- 
manitarian projects for Armenia and Karabagh. 

Engineering and design are underway. Though no time-line 
has been set for total completion, the transformation process 
will move rapidly. Purchase cost and restructuring will add up 
to significant numbers. 

Readers and AMAA supporters have opportunity now to 
make this great venture personally significant. Above-men- 
tioned areas and offices are available to be named in memory 
or in honor of family members. Most certainly, all contribu- 
tions in any amount will be gratefully applied to the comple- 
tion and utilization of this essential, exciting venture. 

Be a part of history in the making. Help bring the love and 
mercy of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to renew the faith 
and hope of our people in Armenia. To learn how, please con- 
tact Andrew Torigian, AMAA Executive Director, 31 West Cen- 
tury Road, Paramus, NJ 07652, or phone 201-265-2607. O 
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Armenian Evangelicals in Turkey Continue to Worship in Two Locations 


c 1919 the Armenian Missionary Asso- 
ciation of America (AMAA) embarked 
on a major capital campaign to raise half a 
million dollars to support Armenian Evan- 
gelical Churches and Schools in historic Ar- 
menia. A pamphlet dated 1919 describes 
the purpose of this campaign as follows: 
“First to rebuild, repair or furnish the church 
edifices and parochial schools that have 
been destroyed and robbed during the war. 
“Second, to secure and send a trained body 
of pastors and teachers from America to 
furnish the sorely needed native competent 
leadership. 

“Third to furnish healthy and inspiring lit- 
erature”. 

At the time there were 272 churches and 
414 schools which needed to be rebuilt or 
repaired. Unfortunately, this campaign was 
not completed as Armenia lost its indepen- 
dence (the first republic of 1918-1920) and 
the survivors of the genocide who returned 
to their homes in historic Armenia once 
again experienced massacres and those who 
survived were deported. 


Out of the existing 272 Ar- 
menian Evangelical Church- 
es between 1846 and 1920, 


today there are only two sur- | 


viving Armenian Evangelical 
churches in Istanbul. 

AMAA’s Field Director, 
Dikran Youmshakian, visited 
Istanbul, Turkey in February 
of this year and in particular 
the two surviving churches to 
assess their needs and to as- 
sure them that they are part 
of the greater Armenian 
Evangelical family. Both 
churches are active members 
of the Union of Armenian 
Evangelicals Churches in the 
Near East (UAECNE) head- 
quartered in Beirut, Lebanon. 
The Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Pera (the Holy Trin- 
ity Church) was founded in 
1846 in the Beyoglu area where 


mostArmenians resided. This | 


Worship Service at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Beyoglu. 


} rdsnasunnraify 


seen San 
paseesk™ et ca =a: 


ah 
th es 


— <y 


The Armenian E vangelical Church of Gedik Pa- 
sha. Seated at the entrance is a volunteer, dis- 
tributing free bibles and evangelistic tracts. 


was the first Armenian Evangelical Church. 
The church building unfortunately was 
bombed down and it took years (until 1904) 
when permission was issued to buy a plot 
and erect a new sanctuary. The new building 
was dedicated in 1907. 

The church which once had a glorious his- 
tory of evangelism, unfortunately, today has 
a dwindling number of parishioners. Nev- 
ertheless, the church still continues to serve 
the community and has visible outreach. At 
present, Mrs. Sona Eozpembe serves the 
church as preacher. A dedicated deacon Mr. 
Ohannes Torkumoglu provides much care 
and leadership. AMAA supports this church 
through the UAECNE providing much 
needed funds for the maintenance and ren- 
ovation of the building. AMAA also sends 
Christian literature. 
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On Sunday, February 26 the Field Director 
participated in the worship service of the 
Pera Church preaching in Armenian. His 
sermon was translated into Turkish. Preach- 
ing is always in Turkish, but hymns are all 
sung in Armenian. 

After the worship service at the Pera 
Church, the Field Director visited the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Church of Gedik Pa- 
sha to participate in their worship service. 
The Gedik Pasha Church is very much ac- 
tive with four Sunday worship services. 
One in the Turkish language for Turkish 
Christians, one in Turkish for Armenians, 
one in Armenian for Armenian immigrants 
from Armenia and one in Persian for the 
Persian Christian Community. The pastor 
of the church is Rev. Krikor Agabaloglu. 
The Armenian Evangelical Church of Gedik 


Spiritual Le 


Pasha was founded in 1850 as the second 
church of Istanbul. It first started with 
worship at homes, until 1854 when a house 
was purchased. This house, however be- 
ing old, was only temporary. A property 
was purchased in 1880, but, permit to build 
a church was only granted in 1911. Unfor- 
tunately, the building project was not com- 
pleted due to the beginning of the First 
World War in 1914. Construction was com- 
pleted in 1950. The church had also an el- 
ementary school which unfortunately 
ceased to operate in 1919 due to lack of 
funds and also because the authorities re- 
fused to permit repairs. 

Today this church has a more visible out- 
reach than ever. Christian literature and 
Bibles are distributed to the public. The 
pastor preaches two times a week on the 


Jesus’ Promised Peace 


“Peace | leave with you, my peace | give you.” (John 14:27). 


radio. Many Christian converts participate 
in worship. Children of immigrant fami- 
lies who can not attend or can not afford 
to attend school, come to church where in 
one class they learn how to read and write 
and at the same time learn about the Bible 
and their Armenian Christian heritage. 
Thanks to the efforts of the pastor, the 
church has accomplished much needed 
renovations. One major and common 
problem faced by both these churches is 
the dwindling of the Armenian communi- 
ty in the neighborhood. At one time, these 
areas were mostly inhabited by Armenians. 
Most have moved, thus making it hard for 
the churches to survive. 

As we celebrate the 160" Anniversary of 
the Armenian Evangelical Church, let us 
keep these churches in our prayers.O 


by Dikran Youmshakian 


The promise Jesus made offering His peace certainly excited the disciples and can excite us today. Yet 
the disciples were soon disappointed as they heard Jesus describe the suffering He would endure on the 
cross. What kind of peace was Christ talking about? 


Today, after 2000 years we continue to feel disappointment as we experience conflicts and hardships. We 
feel disappointed when we lack peace of mind, when we face disagreements in our relationships. Where is 


the peace that was promised? 


Peace for us is different from what Christ promised. Peace for us is absence of conflict. Peace for us is 
a quiet and comfortable lifestyle. Peace for us is sound economy and financial stability. Peace for us is to live 


a worry-free life. 


Is this what Jesus promised? If that is the case, then yes, we will be disappointed. We seldom enjoy all 
these during our pilgrimage in this world. 


Jesus promised a peace with a different understanding. He did not promise life with no hardships and 


worries. Remember, after His promise of peace, Jesus talked about suffering. He also prepared His disciples 
for difficulties they would encounter as they go to preach His message of peace. Still Jesus promised for a 
peace and a peace that the world can not offer. It is the peace through the power of the Holy Spirit. A peace 
which we can enjoy when we receive the Holy Spirit. A peace which will remove fear from our hearts. A 
peace which will teach us how to handle and endure suffering. A peace which will bring calm and harmony. A 
peace that will teach us to love our enemies. An inner peace with our God that exists regardless of our 
circumstances. This is the peace Christ offered and offers to us today. 


“Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is 
near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 4:4-7) QO 
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LEBANON 


AMAA Shows its Solidarity with Lebanon 


ore than one million people in 
Lebanon have been affected by the 
current crisis, more than 800,000 have been 
displaced from their homes, over 800 civil- 
ians have lost their lives and there are over 
3,000 wounded. The destruction of vast 
areas in Lebanon includes parts of the Cap- 
ital Beirut, and has expanded to areas to the 
East and North. The above is just an esti- 
mate of the total loss on day 29 of a war 
imposed on Lebanon. The reality is that 
the real magnitude of the damage will only 
appear when the conflict calms down and 
people try to return to their normal lives. 
The Armenian Missionary Association of 
America once again has shown its solidari- 
ty with the people in Lebanon, including 
the approximately 60 thousand Armenians 
there. Channeling its relief efforts through 
the Union of Armenian Evangelical Church- 
es in the Near East (UAECNE), AMAA has 
already provided much needed help for the 
current needs and plans through its ongo- 
ing efforts to inspire hope for the future. 
Rev. Megerdich Karagoezian, President 
of UAECNE describes the current situation 
and the Union’s relief efforts as follows: 
“In the present situation of the crisis in 
Lebanon, the service of the Church shifted 
from the usual mode to a war mode. There 
are hundreds of thousands of people from 
the southern suburbs of Beirut and the 
towns and villages of southern Lebanon, 
Moslem and Christian, who have lost their 
homes and means of earning their living. 
These have come to Beirut, Mount Leba- 
non and all the cities of the North, just to 
survive the bombing of the Israeli war ma- 
chine. There are over a hundred of these 
displaced people in one of our schools, the 
Armenian Evangelical College, thirty five 
of them in our Christian Summer Camp up 
in the mountains, and over 150 of them ina 
public school right next to our Church in 
Ashrafieh-Beirut. Our Youth Group has 
organized a group of over twenty volunteers 
to help these people cope with the difficul- 
ties they face, by giving them what they are 
in need of. They need food, medication, 
sanitary facilities, and sleeping facilities, 


keeping the children fo- 
cused on childlike enter- 
tainment rather than war, 
and some psychological 
help. Our main objective 
is to help these people, our 
fellow citizens to survive 
the trauma of the war and, 
hopefully, to go back to 
their lives very soon. We 
try to do that through our 
service of love and care as 
Christians, with the coop- 
eration of our Social Ac- 
tion Office. 

Out of a total of over 
one million displaced, we 
are trying to help only the 
few who have come to us. 
All the churches around Lebanon are do- 
ing the same, the bigger churches taking 
on bigger numbers. Many church mem- 
bers have opened their homes to receive 
displaced families, and are helping them 
according to their own financial abilities. 
The main position of all the Christian 
Churches is the same: to face the crisis 
without any discrimination of faith or 
political difference. We, as the Armenian 
Evangelical Church, are planning to help 
more, at the same time thinking of the 
many families of our Church community, 
who will very soon be in need of all kinds 
of help themselves.” 

In response to AMAA’s urgent appeal, so 
far many concerned individuals, churches 


\ 


Armenian women in Lebanon in their relief efforts (above). A classroom in 
the Armenian Evangelical College of Beirut used by Refugees. 


and partner organizations have responded 
with their prayers and donations. All Ar- 
menian Evangelical Churches in North 
America have participated. A major con- 
tributor has been Dorcas Aid International 
of Holland. Immediately after the eruption 
of this conflict, Dorcas Aid provided 25,000 
Euros to help meet the urgent needs. With 
this amount, much needed aid was provid- 
ed to displaced families who have found 
refuge in Armenian Evangelical institutions. 

AMAA has also committed to add to its 
current budget of $60,000 designated for 
Lebanon relief in order to help the families 
affected by the new crisis. 


Cont’d on the following page... 
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Armenian Evangelicals to Celebrate 160" Anniversary 


Vahan H. Tootikian* 


e year 2006 is the 160" Anniversary 

of the Armenian Evangelical Church. 

It marks an important milestone. Armenian 

Evangelicals can look back with pride and 

gratitude on the outstanding record of ser- 

vice their Church has rendered to the Ar- 

menian nation in religious, cultural, educa- 

tional, humanitarian, moral and spiritual 
spheres. 

The five church Unions and two organi- 
zations that comprise the Armenian Evan- 
gelical World Council are celebrating this 
milestone on local and regional levels, and 
from Sept.14 through Sept. 17, 2006 in 
Yerevan, Armenia. 

The 160" Anniversary is an appropriate 
time to pay tribute to the memory of the pi- 
oneers of the Armenian Evangelical Church, 
to salute those who followed in the foot- 
steps of the nineteenth-century fathers of 
faith, and kept the torch burning, and to re- 
new their dedication to their Evangelical 
faith. 

During the four-day celebrations, the 
Evangelical Church of Armenia will play 
host to hundreds of Armenian Evangelicals 
who will arrive from different continents 
of the world, in Yerevan in September 
2006. A number of celebratory events have 
been planned. First, Armenian Evangeli- 
cal World Council will hold its annual 
meeting on Thursday morning September 
14. Following the Council meeting, the 


same afternoon, and from Thursday 
through Saturday, September 16, an All- 
Armenian Evangelical Conference will be 
held. These events will take place in the 
new facilities of the Evangelical Church, 
at Baghramian 18, (former U.S. embassy 
building). The theme of the Conference is 
“Future Directions of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church.” We plan to have seven 
sessions, during which the following top- 
ics will be discussed. 

1. Proclamation of the Word and Armenian 
Evangelical Worship. 

2. Youth and Christian Education in the 
Armenian Evangelical Church. 

3. Bible-centered and Christ-like lifestyle 
in the Armenian Evangelical Church. 

4. Armenian Evangelical Identity: Preser- 
vation and Perpetuation of Our Heritage. 
5. Future Leadership of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church. 

6. The Witness and Service of the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Church: Distinguishing 
Evangelism from Proselytism. 

7. Unity in Armenian Evangelical Church 
and Ecumenical Relationships. 

Fourteen lay and clergy lecturers will 
present scholarly papers. Leaders of each 
church Union, Armenian Missionary As- 
sociation of America and Stephen 
Philibosian Foundation will submit reports 
on their respective organizations. In the 
evenings there will be special artistic and 


...Cont’d from the previous page 


We do realize that the needs in Lebanon 
will be much more extensive in the coming 
months. As the rebuilding process begins 
(which we hope will come soon), much larg- 
er amounts will be needed to reconstruct 
shattered lives. As schools open, there will 
be great need not only for renovation of 
buildings but also to help families pay tu- 
ition. Before the war, 80 percent of Arme- 
nian families with students in schools were 
not able to pay tuition. That number will 
approach the 100 percent mark. 


There is hope and as Dr. Paul Haidostian, 
President of Haigazian University states in 
one of his letters, our answer is always one 
of hope. “We have suffered many “hot” 
summers since 1975 and have survived, and 
we believe we will resume normal activity in 
due time. Let us remember that what binds 
us all is neither defined by political agree- 
ment, nor common ideology, nor conve- 
nience, but by our humbleness and love as 
undeserving children of God’s grace.” 


cultural programs. 

On Sunday, September 17, there will be 
two major celebratory events: 

a. Aunited 160" Anniversary Sunday Wor- 
ship Service will be held at the Opera House 
Hall from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. On this 
occasion, the ordination of ministerial can- 
didates will be held. 

b. An ecumenical 160" Anniversary cele- 
bration will take place in the AUA Hall, 
from 5:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m., under the aus- 
pices of the Armenian Evangelical World 
Council. 

On Monday and Tuesday, September 18 
and 19, Armenian Evangelical delegation 
will attend and participate in the Armenia/ 
Diaspora Conference. Also, September 18" 
to the 26", the Diasporan representatives 
will visit the ecclesiastical, cultural and 
health centers of the Evangelical Church of 
Armenia, and will do some sightseeing of 
the motherland. 

The purpose of the 160" Anniversary 
celebrations are: 

a. To bring clergy and lay church leaders 
together for consultation on the state of the 
present day Armenian Evangelical Church. 
b. To evaluate, plan, and act upon ways and 
means of making Armenian Evangelical tes- 
timony more biblical and dynamic. 

c. To strengthen the base of the Armenian 
Evangelical missionary outreach. 

By the happiest of circumstances, an 
auspicious event of great import coincides 
with the 160" Anniversary of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church: the 15" Anniversary 
of the Republic of Armenia. The Armenian 
Evangelical constituency rejoices with the 
rest of the nation, and on these joyous mile- 
stones is reminded that anniversaries are not 
only appropriate times to honor the past, but 
also opportune times to claim the future — 
to look forward to the future with renewed 
rededication, and to be challenged to great- 
er tasks. O 


* Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian is the Execu- 
tive Director of the Armenian Evangelical 
World Council. 
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NEWS & NOTES 


Alexandria, VA -- Gumri, Armenia Sister City Festival 


L_ 

Ay Saturday morning on June 3, 2006 miraculously changed 
4 XAAto a bright sunny day as various Armenian relief organizations 
gathered at the Alexandria, VA City Hall premises for the Armenian 
Festival. The festival was organized by the Alexandria — Gumri 
Sister City Committee. 

The Armenian Missionary Association of America participated 
at the festival with a display of books and promotional material. A 
display of the AMAA Orphan/Child Care program caught the 
attention of the hundreds of visitors including the media. AMAA 
Field Director Dikran Youmshakian addressed the audience 
challenging those present to visit the AMAA display and support 
its programs. The proceeds from this festival supports relief 
projects in Gumri, including the sponsorship of five children 
through the AMAA.O 


76" Synod of the Armenian Evangelical Union of France 


Te 76" Synod of the Union of Armenian Evangelical Church 
IX es in France, hosted by the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Valence, was held during May 24-26, 2006. Participating were 
representatives of ten churches from the regions of Paris, Marseille 
and Rhone Alpes. Present were also representatives of Espoir Pour 
L’Armenie, Armenian Evangelical Churches in Belgium, the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Fellowship of Europe, Armenian Evangelical 


World Council and the Armenian Missionary Association of Amer- 
ica. The programs which included worship service, fellowship, 
reports, celebration of the 160" Anniversary of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church and elections was a tremendous success. A real 
concern was the shortage of ministers, resulting in a few pastors to 
serve more than one church. A highlight was the announcement 
about the purchase of a new church building for the church in 
Arnouville - Les Gonesse, north of Paris. Rev. Joe Mikaelian was 
elected as President for the Union with Rev. Hagop Tchoghandjian, 
Vice President, Samuel Keheyan, Treasurer and Sarita Dabbo, 
Secretary.Q 


AEUNA Holds General Assembly 


| DePaola and Field Director Dikran Youm- 
s of the AMAA during the convention. 


AMAA Operations Director A 


dee tae de verre 
shakian reporting on the activitie 


Ho" by the Armenian Presbyterian Church of Paramus, NJ, 
_Hi the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America (AEUNA) 
held its' 18th Biennial General Assembly June 29-July 2 at the 
Woodcliff Lake Hilton, Woodcliff Lake, NJ. The event coincided 
with the 160th Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church. 
AEUNA Moderator Rev. Bernard Guekguezian presided over the 
business meetings. 

Three full member churches, The Armenian Church of the 
Nazarene, Glendale, CA, the Armenian Ararat Evangelical Church 
of Salt Lake City,UT and the Armenian Evangelical Church of Las 
Vegas, NV were officially accepted. Three associate member 
churches also were accepted into the non-voting category. The Ar- 
menian Christian Fellowship of Orange County, CA, Armenian 
Presbyterian Holy Trinity Church of Glendale, CA and the Christ 
Armenian Church of Glendale, CA. 

Reports from member churches, as well as the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America (AMAA), the Armenian Mission- 
ary Assocaition of Canada (AMAC), the Stephen Philibosian Foun- 
dation, the Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School and the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Social Service Center were accepted with ap- 
preciation. 

Two banquets were held on Saturday evening. One for adults 
one for the Youth. The keynote speakers for the adult banquets 
were Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian and Peter Kougasian, Esq. 

Rev. Ron Tovmassian was elected as the new moderator with 
David Hagopian as the vice moderator.O 
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NEWS 


& NOTES 


63" Annual Convention of the UAECNE Held in Anjar 


he 63rd Annual Convention of the Union of the Armenian 

Evangelical Chruches in the Near East (VAECNE) was held in 
Anjar, Lebanon, July 2-5, 2006. 54 delegates and 28 honorary 
members from Syria, Lebanon, Iran, Turkey, Greece, Australia and 
Egypt attended the meetings. The theme of the convention was 
"Protected by the Grace of God" based on John 7:11 "I am coming 
to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name... so 
that they may be one as we are one." 

Rev. Megerdich Karagoezian, the President of the UAECNE 
was the main speaker during the opening Worship Service, which 
was held on Sunday, July 2, at 8:00 pm. Rev. Krikor Youmou- 
shakian was the main speaker during the three morning worship 
services of the Convention. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian was elected as chairman of the 
meetings. Reports were received from the Officers of the Union, 
member churches, committees and affiliated organizations and 
institutions. A request from the Ordination Committee to ordain 
two Licensed pastors, Mr. Datev Basmajian and Mr. Sevag Trashian 
was recevied unanimously. 

The Convention concluded its meetings and activities on 
Wednesday afternoon with a closing Worship Service. The message 
was delivered by Rev. Nishan Bakalian. O 


46" Commencement Ceremonies of Haigazian University 


n Friday, June the 30", 2006, 111 students graduated from 

Haigazian University. Among a capacity audience, were present 
Former Minister Wadih El Khazen, representing the President of 
the Republic of Lebanon, Minister of Administrative Reform, Jean 
Oghassabian, representing the Prime Minister, MP. Kassem Hachem, 
representing the House Speaker and the Armenian Ambassador, 
Vahan Der Ghevontian. 

The ceremony started with the procession of Faculty and Grad- 
uates, followed by the National Anthem, and the Invocation by the 
Campus Minister, Rev. Nishan Bakalian. President Haidostian wel- 
comed the audience, and in his trilingual speech, expressed his joy 
in harvesting a new generation of graduates. 


The distinguished guest speaker, Dr. Aram Chobanian, President 
Emeritus of Boston University, indicated to the students that as 
they are among the best and brightest of their generation, much will 
be expected of them. 

Valedictorian Tamar Tamoukian, speaking in English, acknowl- 
edged how Haigazian University has shaped her life and charac- 
ter, transforming her into a more responsible and self-confident 
person, and Omar Sukarieh, speaking in Arabic, said that he and 
his fellow students are on the verge of entering a new episode in 
their lives. 

The class of 2006, threw their caps and walked heads high with a 
unique recessional, while celebratory balloons flew high in the skies.) 


A Meaningful Gift 


at would you give a child graduating 

Kindergarten? Fortunately, there are 

many options and we are blessed with many 

gifts. However, most will not last beyond the 

few days after graduation, especially when the 
recipient is a young child. 

Steven and Karen Nargizian of Franklin 
Lakes, NJ surprised their son Gregory with a 
meaningful and unique gift — a child from Armenia, sponsored in 
his name, through the Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA). The picture and the profile of the child, beautifully 
framed, was presented to Gregory on his graduation from the 
Kindergarten of Hovnanian Armenian School of New Milford, NJ 
in June 2006. Gregory’s excitement was great. He had received a 
gift of a long-lasting relationship with a brother in Armenia. 

We congratulate little Gregory for his achievement, and his 
parents, Steven and Karen, for their thoughtful gesture. 

You can do the same. You can help a needy child in lieu of a gift. 
The annual cost to sponsor a child in Armenia is only $250.00. 
This will not only save you the trouble of choosing a gift, but will 
also save a life. Please contact the AMAA at 31 W. Century Road, 
Paramus, NJ 07652 (Tel. 201.265.2607 — amaa@amaa.org) and 
make a loving commitment. It will be a gift with real meaning. O 


VWtpunhGtwG dwpdwawGh Udwytpsp SwGnkup 


GpwpGGwG 2wy UrbunwawGwywG GufuwhpewpwGh be 
UhsGuywngh yywjwywGGbnnt pugtudwG fiuGnEup wmtnh 
niGigut 38niyhu 25, 2006-pG, Upugtwuyp Quy UrbuwpwGwyuG 
GytnbghhG vks: 
2nqupwnénietiwG npnaniiny, ywonnn YnewywG wmwnt- 
onowGkG uyubwy,, GufuwypewnwGkG gngwGwuiwnw whiunh pywG 
5-nn Yungh w2wytpumGtnn, puy 6-pn Ywngn whumh dhwGuy 
UhoGuywnghG: Ntumf, wu mwah ~ywywhwG ya umwGuyhG 5- 
pn, 6-nyn be 8-nn YwngtptpkaG 75 wewytpundtnp: 
2nqwpwpéniebuG Ynndk fuoup wnwe 2nuyn UyehptwG, fingw- 
punénieGbwG wunbGwybup: UG 2GnpfwywuyniepiG jwynGtg 
wwounoGEnietwG te niunigswywG YuquhG pnbGg GnippnithG fudun 
ti funpfininn unniwe 2nswGuiwpunGbnniG, np pywG plwuuniG pntGg 


CupniGwulnyefpiGn Eg 13.6. 
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ZUSEFEL FUDFLU 


Ucthuwpwisnippré - Evangelism 


Sbgpwi Gnilywftwl 


«dup pnGbGf gwhp UchmupwihG, 

lnju upntGf hudwjG fPowiwp U.2vuphply 

1970-wywi pniwhwiGtpniG Ep, np wu tpgpl 
puntpp Yp juntkhpG tnp Uupw7h dw) Urcimu- 
puGwhwi Ghankghbp pwhhG uk, Lppwlwl: 

Fnipup Yagnn hwy whihuwm up Yp hwpglkp 
GytntghbG vow joulinipwywhhl: 

«hGs Ypyywy hnuy: 

«Qb°u juwds - Epynt wibmnuwpuwlhsitp bywo bo 
poynnfwywintppri Yp fupnghly: 


* Oe CK Ok 


Guutpnr. hutup ghuwhgwpwp ywd whqhuwh- 
gupwp witmwnwisniphiip Yp Gawiwyk pnynfwyw- 
Gniphpua Yul pnynnfwywhiniphpui fupnqgh: 

fipbiu ppwiwgh yunfunllp wl, Ghunh 
wnGtjny, np pinhwipwyku pnynnfwhwi fupnghsGtpl 
bG, np witwmupulisnipprG Y’pGbG: dw) hinwwtubjp 
witmupwifsGtpp, npnif Yp fupngkG hwqupwinn 
tupyng: Uju fupnghsGtpnii cts wbdéwdwulinippiip 
Ynt qu) pngnnfwlwi Gybnkghh gwpftpla: Gum fhs 
Up hulnbypGf Ywpnynpyk Gi Ywi oppnunfu 
Yntpwhwip vp, np hinwutubjp dpw witmw- 
pwisnippra |’pGk: 

Uju wquniunny £, np Ywpdku witmupwl- 
sniphiip Gnwé E pnygnfwhwi tykntghpi qunwu- 
jouGuupinippiip Yul wnwldabwzinphnidp: 

Ppwhwinipprip, uwywyl, wyywku st: Gap 8puniu 
Pp UbpspG wuunntkpp wmniwt wowybpultpncl, 
puur- «twgk'f, wowhtpmbgk’f pnjnp waghkpp, 
uypwtgk’f quinif Zop, NpnpbG te Unipp ZngphG 
wintGny: Unpiignigk’f winkg wwhb; wilkG his, np 
yuuntppkgh akqh» (Uwump. 28. 19-20), wawybpwhtpp 
yqupgq Uvwpynpy EpG, ns wey yuwpwhiniwiwlwl 
hwhnitny: UGnGf pnnnfwhwh sbpG b. mwywihl n’s 
w, fppunnibwy, be n’s wy, niGkpG ppbGg abn fupnid 
uky Uchmupwip: UGnif witmupwhbsitp wy skpa: 

8puntu qwuntip mniwi winlkg tppwync tr pnjnp 
wgqgtpp wawhkpwkyni: 

Spun tub jowshynip baka tr yunpwh wl yupnip bike 
tmf E, np fphumnfEniphiip plpwgf wnuwi, tpp 
vwupypy hu.wnwgpG fppumnup 38wpniptwl, tpp 
winGf jnpdwnnippriip niitgwl wthulbynt 8uwpnigkwy 
Ppbunnup be vubwiwin tpp winkf jbgniigwli Unipp 
2nghnu: 

UjG wnt b, np hpvGnttgwi f#phumnuh Gytnt- 
gbG, Gi. wyy op ki iwf £, np uyuwi Urcthmupwlswhwl 
wp7wip: 


Ucthmupwisnippiap Uunni- 
én) Woufp hnswhk, E, Ge pPipw- 
fuGspip fppumnGtwy) Ywisniwd 
E witwwpwlGsniptiwl: 2whwnwl 
wju Ppwhwinipbwi, tw uvuiw- 
iwGn wyuop, fhstp yp 2bantl 
wutimupwisnipprip: Cinhw- | 
Yunwlp, tpp wituwpwlbsGtp yp 
jwGngipG fwpngk), bo tpp Zw) 
Urctuwupwiwywibkp yp fupngkG Uumnidn boufp, 
winGf tppkvlG@ wiwukinbp yp vinuypnipl npyku 
yurcuGwipn itp: 

Uctuupwisnippiip Zw) Wrknupwiwywi Gyunt- 
gbpG huvup vbnjnuyjpwhwi wnuphwy y’pypw pbupbru 
wjG wyuwpg hwuywgnyniptudp, pk 2Zwy dnyninipyp 
wpyHkG pul #ppunnitwy wag EF, Gr wit; pl, wnwohl 
wgqgi tL, np pinniGwés E fphumnltnipplp: ti tpp 
fw) Urchnupwiwyuwibbp Yp fupnghG UWunnidny 
Woufp, witbowyku yp vaquyzpnrpl pubjnd, pk kyws 
GG «qwihgmuytynt nsjuupltpp»: 

Uju vbinwypwhifp wintnh L: Punnunwywi up 
Guptyp E pak) wyu Ywywhgniptudp: 

Uptilninfh uby, oppGwhbp hwuwp, nip pinhwl- 
puytu fppunnGkniphiip cubs cvudéwdwulnipprl £, 
uipwmnyniphriltp gnjg Ynt mul, pe fppumnl- 
twlitpniG puwgwpdwly uvbdéwlwulinippiip Lytntgh 
shG ywhwutinp: Gr hugyuwnwy hiwtribwy 
untbw,GtpniG, pk fphunnituGtpoar 

65 wn hupbtipp up huiumwy, pk Unipp tppfp 
Uuumnron Joouffi E 

77 wn hwppipp l’wnopt 

72 wn hwpbipp 4p hurunwy’ pk Shpun.u 
Uuumnriiny ApyhpG £, 

ti. vuliwiwln, pk 

58 wn huphtpp bybntgh ypmp tppw), bpt ppba 
juptup Gybnigh vp qufk: 

Uju wnitiwyGtpp gnjyg Ynt ww, pk 
wiimupwiswywi vd gnpd Ywy Uptiltninmfh ubs, 
Gt. upy witmupuwlifsitp yp yunguwilli chs 


wyu, 


upwhGtpnr ti GnjGpuy vupquywzntpnr uk: 

Upybof winkf vanuynpncbjn®: GA npyku qwiw- 
Gwipn|litp: 

fupwqul GnjGG b Gwt. vip dnyn nipynpl huvwup, 
pyywG hwypbGpfhp uvko Yu fb uhfpinu whwphh: 
SnitwGtpp gnjg Ynt mw, np vip wju wnwypl 
fppumnGtwy wqgh quiwhGtpki vhs vbdw- 
Uwulntphpiip wmuwyurtpli ubpmwd sE bi juwd 5k 
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Uctmupwlih fgfwpmniphiip, Gb. vubwiwln sniGp 
pphnipbuwi pnpdwnniphilp: 2Zwy GybnkghpG nr 
GytntgpGtpnril, GyknkgulwiGkipnii ti pnjnp 
hutwnwgtw Gtpnui yuwpnwyuinippriG — UWunnidn 
WoufpG RPuwph Lnipp thojwlgk; pnjnppl: 

(nn tppblG vupynhy vbnuynphG, 
hujwnuwy wupuqwjp spjywy, np Fphpumnu dkiq 
uinwypk pp yquumnitkpbpi whhurtwuwphd 
quG@nibijGniu hw wp: 

Urctwmupwisnipprip fphpunnikwywi qwumnrkp £, 
n'y Pnoynnfwhwh, n'y Yupnynpyt, br n’s wy 
Unuftjwywi: fppunnGkuywi bo whfunhp: 

fonnu Unwftiw, U.. Unpipwghu 9. 16 huduppl 
uks, Wpuk- «dw E pGdp tpt swrtbmupwlktd»: 


* Oe CK Ok 


Urctumupwisnipprip Yp hhvGnip Gut. himtrewy 
ulgpniGfGtpniG ypw)- 

1) Uctwuupwisnippiip finpwif up 5k, wy 
yquunippuif up Fppumnup Ynqvk ninyniwd 
poynphe: 

2) Urcbwupwisnippriip UWumnidtny Woufp 
fupnglt, £, hplvGnctjny Ucbwupwlp ubgqpnil fGtpnl 
Ypwy: 

3) Uumnidny WoufpG fupngsniptwl py bpwh- 
gijnt E vupyywypG Poliwdf, qnipgqnipwif br ukp: 

4) Urctwupulsniphiip vip qyupwulwinip praia 
E: Uchwupubsniphiip vbGf |W’ pGbif, umywyG 
wpypuGfp Yp viw) Uumniédny dtnfupnil up: 

Urctuupwip Yp fwpngnip, npykugh vdupypy 
hwulGwG fgflupuniphiip: Urtuupwlip yp fupnqnip 
t. wykwf k, np fwpngnip n'y funuwfwywi unbs 
yqunfiunGtpny: N's dnyninipyp vey byantgpka uvpr.up 
juhoauwhty». hudwp: Uj, npwkuqh wihuwup 
vontGwy #phumnup tr. plinniih Pphumnup, nonyku 
bp Upwy Spkbsp: Arph2 Gywuwy sh Ypowp ppm; 
fppumnup napyku Ppyhs plgniGp_ whywjylw sh 
Gowiwytp nunkwy, Ponnfuywl Yul Uctuupwiwl wh: 
UGhuup YpGwy #ppumnup plnniGby bp byantgppa 
uko: Urchmupwisnippiip qwiwiwhnlunipkudp sh 
yqujlwiwinpnipp: Urimupwhsnippuap Yp uvyntp 
hngtthnjuntptwup: 

QqujyniG wyu YkwpG uky, pk’ vupynpy be pt’ 
witimupwihsitp gqqnj2 pypwynr GG: 

Urctwuupwisniphiip yp uvynntp fppunnkkwt wi 
vas wumncrkpny: 

Urctunupwisniptwi uUnbs nj¢p #ppumnu £, cup 
SEpG nu Mpypsp: PEF oppGwhp tnwi witbnupwl- 
sniptwi: 8hpuntup witmupulsnipbwi wk qinkghy 
ophpGwip Yp quGkGf Umwlupwgp Ying him qpnjgh 
pGpwgfhG: 8puniu Uwlwpwgh Yong Jooukgwi Ubiwg 
Qniph vwupG, br tpplkf s’bGpwypbg pnjob; winp 
yurwiul fp: 


uw wy 


Urctwmwupwisnipprap Yp uyqntp Uumnidny ukp kl: 
Ucimupwisnipprip fFppumnnup wnuwftyjipkwl 
gupniGwh wywintppriG b, ku gnjg mwyjnt E fppumnup 
uEpp gnpéGwywi atiny: 

f)pGppG U. Uup2, pp “Evangelism Is...” (Uchuu- 
pwGsniphiip b-) ghpfpG uke, wyuyku yp pugmmpt 
Urctimupwisnipiwi Ywyp Uumnidny uppnjG hiu.- 
Urctuupulisniptwl Gywnwyp vdupypy #ppwmnup tr 
GytyntghpG vowtgit; EL: Urtimupwisnipprip yp 
jugnnp, tpp vupyhy winwdwyghG by bntghhe, 
uwywyG Ghtinighp wiguwlwygniphiip wujlwl sk 
witmupwisniptiwi: UVithuupwisniphui Yp Gguwiwyk 
thnopwigh; Uunnidny uk-pp LEY wihuwtt’ uprupa: 

24uj Uctwuupuliwywi GykntgpG, pp 160pyn 
unbpny, hutwmupht vawjnd 
fppunnGtwywl yuunikppl, yunywyku wjuop 
gtiagmbjnt E witbmupwisniphiip’ fupngbjny 
Uuunnroiny Woufp tt upntkjny qujG fourwp w2juwphhe: 
Usgpuph w'juop ykunf niGb WoufpG fupnqniptwi, 
npb.k wwbGk wibhyp: O 


uupniwl 


Vipufébwil..... GupniGwlniwé Ep 11-EG 
aninon Ge weafuwpfihG uEn nt fuwnuwnniyehiG ptiiptyni: 

OnniwG fipin ywngqudwpbnG En UG. Goné Hhypipu, 2uy 
UnrbuwnwGsuyuG CGybnpwhygnietwG tnfu-Gujuwauwfin: Pp 
fuouphG UE9, wi ebtwnptbg wawhtnmdtnniG »syunwGpy ppg 
umwgwd ninnnieiwG vJE9, sfibwtthp, wipnfuhG, nnwywo 
YGgniwdp niGhiGwy, GhytntbghEG sfibnwGwy,, wnpdwiw- 
wyuunininiehG niGGGuy,, untnswonnds Ge jw. pwnwpwghGtn 
Quw,, sunnGwpe ppbGg GuwfuwhuyntpniG gqnfinnniepiGGGnp Ge 
ogGby fiuynietwG: UG fn fuoupn Ybpswgnig pubjny. «UtGp 
qnywunitiighGp tt atnwquGgtghGp: Gwgk’p tt onhGwy tnakp 
ninheGGpniG Ge whwh YwnnnwGwp vin wnwpbiniepiin 
oupniGuyty Uuunnidny fiutwuwyny Ge UGnn ogGniptwip»: 

UywjywyuGGbante pu2fdwG fiuGnpunirebGkG tmp, 


onowGurwupuntbnpn GipywywgnighG qgtnwpntbumwywt Ynypy 
Juymwahn dp: Uw, fuoup wnruwt niuypngh nGonkG VnG. 8nyukup 
HGGEGhptbwG: UG Guu eGnpfiuwinntg gnowGwiwpuGtnp, wuyw 
oGnpfiwywyinieh.G yuynGbg UtpwmpGtwuGd vtds nGuwGopppe, 
fingwpwnéniebwG, niuntgguywG YwquhG, wwoamoGknietwl, 
SGnnwe-ntunigswywG YuquhG br ShyGuGg OdwGnwh UwpuhGhe: 
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OBITUARIES 


Rev. Ara & Mrs. Valia Ochinian 

Rev. Ara was P 
born in 1968 in 
Stepanavan, Ar- 
menia. In 1986 he 
was accepted at 
the Engineering 
Institute of Yerevan University. He served in 
the army for three years (1987-89). After com- 
pleting his military service, he continued his 
education and graduated with a degree in me- 
chanical engineering. 

Rev. Ara accepted Christ and dedicated 
his life to the church. He studied for the min- 
istry at the Evangelical Theological Acad- 
emy in Armenia. He graduated and was or- 
dained to be the full time pastor of the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Church of Stepanavan. Rev. 
Ara was married to Valia Hmayagian and they 
have two young children. 

On Saturday, August 12, while driving on 
the Yerevan-Vanatzor highway, a truck, pull- 
ing a fuel tank, suddenly exploded. The fuel 
tank separated from the truck and struck three 
cars. All three cars were set on fire and nine 
passengers were severely burned and rushed 
to a trauma center in Yerevan. Drivers of two 
of the cars, including Rev. Ara, died in the 
hospital the same day. Mrs. Ochinian, who 
was also in the car, was hospitalized with 
severe burns. Unfortunately she did not sur- 
vive and passed away three days later. 

The AMAA and the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches worldwide, mourn the death of their 
brother and sister in Christ and pray for their 
families, specially for their two little children. 


Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord... 
They will rest from their labor, for their 
deeds will follow them. (Rev.14:13) 


The AMAA Board of Directors and staff 
wish to extend their heartfelt condolences 
to the families of the following deceased 
friends whose names were submited to us 
for publication in the AMAA News 
* Ethel Arakelian 

Danvers, MA 
* Robert Anthony Dadaian 

Glendora, NY 

Hagop Farhadian 

Lawrence, MA 
* Gary Sarkisian 

Brockton, MA 
* Jema Telfeyan 

Manhasset, NY 
* Nellie Voskeritchian 

Monrovia, CA 


* Memorials designated for AMAA 


Vahan Darakjian 

Vahan was born in 
Alexandrette (Isken- 
deroun), Turkey on 
Sept. 11, 1922 to 
Nazareth and Arousiag 
Darakjian. He was the 
third of five sons: 
Mesrob (deceased in 
1976), Emmanuel, 
Vahan, Sarkis, and Barkev. 

Following the untimely death of their father, 
the five young boys and their mother settled in 
Aleppo, Syria. Although they grew up in pov- 
erty, Vahan and his brothers greatly valued ed- 
ucation and pursued higher learning despite 
many obstacles. Vahan had a special fondness 
for languages. He became fluent in Armenian, 
English, French, Arabic, and Turkish. 

In Aleppo, Vahan worked for twenty years 
as a teacher of English to high school and 
college students. In addition to teaching, he 
owned a bookshop in Aleppo where he sold 
English and French books. He was active in 
the Bethel and Emmanuel Evangelical 
churches in Aleppo, where he sang in the 
choir. He also served as a trustee for the 
Emmanuel Elementary School. 

In 1954, Vahan married Rosine, the daugh- 
ter of Nazar and Alice Nazarian. Throughout 
their marriage of 51 years, Vahan felt great 
affection for Rosine’s parents and her sib- 
lings. Vahan and Rosine had four children: 
Arda, Aline, Rubina, and Raffi. Vahan was a 
loving and devoted husband and father. 

After immigrating to the United States in 
1969, he worked in carpet sales until his re- 
tirement. Following retirement, he once again 
joined the church choir, this time at Immanuel 
Church in Downey. He spent his retirement 
years reading, listening to music, cooking, 
and entertaining frequent guests. He was 
happy to see his children marry and he was 
very fond of his sons-in-law Carl, Dallas, and 
Chris, and his daughter-in-law Blanca. He also 
loved spending time with his grandchildren: 
Spenser Alishan, Marlowe Shiraz, and 
Constance (Arda’s sons and stepdaughter), 
Justina Sevan (Aline’s daughter), and Sean 
Armen (Rubina’s son). 

Vahan passed away in Whittier, CA on June 
1, 2006 at age 83. Funeral services were held 
on June 10. Donations in lieu of flowers were 
given to the Immanuel Church and to the 
AMAA’s Orphan and Child Care Fund for 
the children of Armenia. 

Vahan’s great passion in life was music - 
especially opera and choral works - and he 
often said he hoped to meet Mozart in the 
afterlife. We hope they are together now, lis- 
tening to “The Magic Flute.” 


NhjuwGGuw Ywunjbuli Ub) fnibwi 
NAyuwGGw sGws £ 
Suey, 22 8nijpu 1922- 
hG, ‘“uwqunke te Lni- 
uhG UwunjbwG pGuw- 
GhphG vko: Us Gnhtn- 
GEG Jwquiuyninds wqu- 
mws ubpniGnh Go&pywu- 
JwgnighsGtnkG — wi, nn 
oGut ne fiwuwy wnut 
wn wwytwGGbpniG dbo: «UwGyniepiG 
gniGignn» wyu ubpniGnn, pGwywGwpwn 
wnhen sniGGgut pupdépwunfe6wG niudwG 
fituntbynt, Ge NyuwGGwG pugwnntepeG stn: 
Ghuliph wwnwawGtnn wnqttp Grud, nn 
GnyGhuy fn GwufwhpewnwGh neuniip 
wiupwmnk, fuyunwy wGnnp, nn unuyiniG be 
nighd wawybnuw upG En: AtuntghsGtinp we2- 
fuwwnwGp uwnhG, np gwpntGwYyE— fp niuniup, 
uw4uyG wwkG unnd wuywnnp.G vGwg: 

NyuwGGuyh fiutwmwgbwy sGnnGbpp be 
wnn duynwytun prynn Jbds wqntgniehil 
6qtghG NyuwGGuyh Gywnpwahnh yopuniwhG 
Ge YGEuGph whipunpuyniebwuG Yuquwu- 
innnithG: 2butbtwpwp, woupwdwpw Guu 
thuyiwp Un sen, nn GwufuwyppwnwG ywrupn- 
unr winghy up niqkp duypwuytum pywpe Cum 
tnbinyehG, cuypuytu pywG wy Uuunnidny 
SpwanhG veo sen: UG snGnniGntbgut 
Quyenn yk fiuduyGpkG vuynwuybu pywe pp 
«UGS» uwnhp niGbGuyniG fiudun...: 

Vuynwuybur saywin, uwhwyG, syntuwfiw- 
wtgnig qhGp fn fiutwunpkG Ywu Gnippni- 
JEG: UG swaniGuybg Sunuyky Uuundny fp 
GybntghhG veo quGwquwG qnndniGEniehiG- 
Gupnt wwunwufuwGwunniniefiG unwGéGbiny, 
Juunyuuyctu GhpwhGonptwy kujpnghG og Gtyny 
nnwycu niuniggnifih: SwppGtipne Gp»pwyGontuy 
hupngh niuniggnietwG pGewgphG fiuGnh- 
wtigut UtypnG UtypnGtwGhG, nn pGpG wie 
GryG UhnwyGontuy buypnghG neunighsGinkG 
En: 27 nj. 1942-hG wiintuGwugwG be U.uunntwd 
onfiGtg pnbGg nGuwGhpn tpbp quiwyGtpny* 
Gnfiun, Utinw tr Uypuhy: 

Uthhinph YowGppG Ge wwhnntfun uyniG 
JEY unnnéwnnrehiGn wuyptgue NyuwGGwG: 
QuiwyGtnp pnbGg GpypnpnwywG niunWwkG 
tup wuniGkG fitnwGwyny LppwGwuG be vhGytr 
Uhpugtw, GwhwGgqGtn wnfuwnnnitbgwl: 
AluwGGwG wy, pp wuniuGnyG fitun, pwGh dp 
wiquuGtin Uhwgbwy UwhwlgGtn uwyghbyk 
tunp, 28 Uuphy 2000-pG fiuumuwunnit gwG Lnu 
UGEEypu: GhtntghhG Ge fiuduyGppG uvkE9 
fipinwuhnpniebwdp fiuGpwdswuGoe NuuwGGwG 
hp wyptnp ywhtig Annbpewpeh, 21 38niGhu 
2006-hG, tr Upwgut fn PpyhspG Shuncu 
Anhuunuh, npniG Gnippwds En hp wudpnnys 
YGwGpG ne funpfininnGbpp: (ng Usuuniwd 
wGnn Jhowuwyp opfGnyehiG vp nwpdGk:O) 
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LEBANON IW Crisis? 
AMAA Appeats For Your Hep 


cease-fire has been reached after 33 days of 

fierce fighting, and we pray that it will hold. 
However, as civilians return to their homes in war- 
ravaged areas, they will face a harsh reality. Not only 
roads, bridges and power stations are destroyed, 
but in many instances entire neighborhoods have 
disappeared. Many will remain homeless for the 
months to come. 


The Central Committee of the Union of Armenian 
Evangelical Churches in the Near East (UAECNE) 
is considering the social aspect of the country and 
the long-term needs created by the war. There is 
concern that many of the thousands of refugees who 
have found shelter elsewhere (including those housed 
at the Armenian Evangelical College and in KCHAG 
Summer Conference Center), will be unable to return 
home. They will continue to need our assistance. 
Those who return will need much aid to reconstruct 
their homes. Thousands of people will start from 
scratch. 


In the capital, Beirut, people ventured into the bomb-ravaged southern 


suburbs. 


The Armenian Missionary Association of || Yes, 1 would tike to respond to the AMAA's appeal | 


America (AMAA) will continue its relief efforts 
towards Lebanon showing its solidarity with the 
people there. We, therefore, urge you to continue 
to pray for a final and peaceful settlement along with 
your prayers for the cease-fire to hold, and appeal 
to you to participate in the much needed relief efforts 
with your generous gifts. The AMAA office will 
continue to follow up with the events in Lebanon and 
will update our members and friends about the 
progress made. AMAA will also appreciate your 
continued support. Let us help our brothers and 
sisters rebuild their shattered lives and thus rebuild 
Lebanon. Thank you. 


Please send your gifts through the mail using the 
coupon attached, or through your credit cards calling 
(201) 265-2607. 


| Enclosed is my contribution of $ 


| Name: 


| Address: 


to help our brothers and sisters in Lebanon. 


E-mail: 


(Please make your tax-deductible donations payable to AMAA for 
Lebanon Relief and mail to 31 W. Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652) 


For donations with a Credit Card, please contact the AMAA 
Office at 201-265-2607 
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OFFICIAL CALL TO THE 87th ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 


The Eighty Seventh Annual Meeting of the Armenian Missionary Association of America, Inc. (AMAA), will be held on 
Saturday, October 14, 2006, at 9:30 a.m. at the AMAA Headquarters, 31 W. Century Road, Paramus, NJ. All members 
of the AMAA are invited to attend the meeting to: 
|. Consider and approve the reports of the Officers, Committees, Chapters, and Affiliated boards of 
the Association for fiscal 2005-2006; 
Review the financial reports for fiscal 2005-2006; 
. Announce the results of the elected eight Board members to replace those whose terms have expired; 
. Elect four members to the Nominating Committee; 
. ElectanAuditor; 
. Consider and act upon any other business that may legitimately come before the membership. 


PROGRAM OF THE 87th ANNUAL MEETING ACTIVITIES 


Friday, October 13_at AMAA Headquarters, Paramus, NJ 
: AEWC Meeting 
SEMINAR 
i The contribution of the Armenian Evangelical Church to the Armenian Nation from a 
different perspective focusing on education - Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian 
2. The Armenian Church Where is it headed? - Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian 
AMAA Board of Directors Meeting 


Sate October 14 at AMAA Headquarters, Paramus, NJ 
87™ ANNUAL MEETING 
AMAA Board of Directors Meeting (Short Session) 


Saturday, October 14 
6:30 p.m BANQUET Celebrating the 160th Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church and honoring 


past presidents 


Sunday, October 15 at Armenian Presbyterian Church, Paramus, NJ 
11:00 a.m.....87™ Annual Meeting Worship Service and Installation of AMAA Officers 


As members of the AMAA world-wide family, we look forward to this annual gathering to renew our ties of 
fellowship as Armenian Evangelical churches and communities, and to strengthen our common mission around 
the world. With joy we eagerly anticipate your presence and participation. 


Armenian Missionary Association of America 
Non-Profit Org. 
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